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Bharat Vikas Parishad Gujarat

held a Webinar with

Dr. Manmohan Vaidya on 31st May-2020
Subject : Lessons to be learnt post covid-19

“China has emerged as a villain in the world. Many countries are thinking in
terms of either minimizing or ending trade with China. This gives us an
opportunity to restore India’s pre-eminence in the world economy,” RSS Joint
General Secretary Dr. Manmohan Vaidya said in a Facebook Live address on
the theme of “Lessons to be learned post-COVID-19” on Sunday.

In an inspiring address, he said, until now, Indians were using cheaper
Chinese products without much caring for the impact on their own economy.
The Chinese dumped their cheap products in India which made local
manufacturers suffer.

India’s economy had also become quite dependent on China. “Now we have
realized what China’s real intentions are. So if we want to boycott Chinese
goods, we must promote Swadeshi. | feel society can soon be ready to
boycott Chinese goods. But we must also find alternatives in time.”

Dr. Vaidya said Indians should accept the challenge to manufacture quality,
affordable goods to replace the Chinese products. “We have the talent, and
our youth is capable of doing it. They should be resolute. For this, we must
create a conducive systemin India.”

Praising the Modi government’'s efforts under the Atmanirbhar Bharat
Abhiyan in this regard, he encouraged the youth to take its advantage. This
will make India self-reliant and less dependent on China. If Japan, the USA,
Australia, and other countries also banned Chinese products, they will look
out for alternatives. India can export to them quality and affordable goods.
“We are as populous as China and our industrious youth is talented, and has
technology. For this, we will have to be ready and disciplined.”

Referring to British economist Angus Maddison’s observations in a book, he
said India’s contribution to world trade was the maximum for 1,700 years.
“We were farm-centric as well as industry-centric. We should achieve the
same height now as an opportunity has presented itself.”

Citing another book by Malaysian author Bill PS Lim, Dr. Vaidya said: “When
you face a problem and take yourselves away from it, it becomes a situation.
When you analyze it, it is a challenge. And when you meet this challenge, it
turns into an opportunity.”

Stressing on the traditional Indian philosophy of giving back to the society, he
quoted eminent painter Nandalal Bose who once told author Amrutlal Vegad
at Shantiniketan to be relevant, rather than be successful, for the greater
good of the society.

Terming the global pandemic COVID-19 as an “unprecedented, unthinkable”
situation, Dr.Vaidya said the crisis has also unveiled an opportunity for the
people to come together, be sensitive towards one another, and learn the
right lessons for ushering in a New India.

It has brought in new experiences to all the people. Humans cannot be
defeated by such a natural disaster, he said and narrated how an earthquake-
ravaged Gujarat rebuilt Kutch district after 2001. The victims took the disaster
as a challenge and demonstrated their resolve to be back on their feet.

He pointed out that India’s resolve to rebuild a post-pandemic nation is
different from other countries. For instance, the western nation-states
focused on the concept of a welfare state, depend on the government for
rescue and relief efforts. But India has traditionally been rebuilt by
contributions from the society. “In our country, the society is the Rashtra
(Nation) which is pre-eminent and performs more functions than the Rajya
(State).

Referring to an essay by Nobel Laureate Rabindra Nath Tagore, he stated

that the concept of a welfare state is not meant for India where the society is
the least dependent on the state. Acharya Vinoba Bhave was also of the
opinion that an Independent India should encourage Lok Shakti for ushering
in a Swaraj and self-reliant India. A society more dependent on the
government could become sterile.

India has always followed this tradition and society has come forward in a big
way to shoulder responsibilities after natural disasters. To conduct relief and
rescue operations by going to the affected area is one thing. Itis quite another
to meet the situation in times of COVID-19, an infectious and life-threatening
risk. This is a new challenge.

Dr Vaidya said India, unlike other countries, has been far more successful in
its fight against COVID-19, and applauded the government’s various efforts
in this regard. The people have not only whole-heartedly supported the
government’s guidelines but also actively assisted in theirimplementation.

Stressing on the lessons to be learned after the pandemic subsides, he said
the people should continue to observe utmost cleanliness and hygiene, avoid
eating junk food or outside their houses, consume more immunity-increasing
ingredients and organic foods, use revived or new means for entertainment,
refrain from unnecessary travels, protect the environment, spend quality time
with the family at home once in a week, experience the warmth of family
bonds, and be more sensitive to the society.

Expressing hope for an early revival of the economy, Dr. Vaidya said the new
world will be different from the old. Many may have to start afresh, he said,
citing how a shawl-manufacturer, with business coming to a standstill, started
making and exporting face masks.

He also stressed the need to make sure one devoted time to earn enough for
his optimum economic necessities, and share the remaining efforts to give
back to society. “We are winning the battle against coronavirus precisely
because we believed in this philosophy.”

He said more than 40 lakh migrant workers returned to their home states until
March 20. Many of them would remain in the villages but some of them could
go back to the cities. This is the right time to create job opportunities, health,
and educational facilities for the returnees in their rural areas so that they are
not forced to migrate again to the cities. With this pandemic began their
reverse-migration, he said quoting former Atomic Energy Commission
Chairman Dr. Anil Kakodkar.

Now the villages have better roads, electricity, mobile phones and they may
also get benefit from the 5-G technology. It is time to re-focus on village-
centric development which was ignored after Independence when city-
centric planning was introduced. More than 70 percent of Indians still live in
the villages. For a better future, we can no longer ignore the villages, and
agriculture.

India has always had a decentralized development model, or Swadeshi
economy, and can now return to cluster-based industries in the rural areas,
he said and gave examples of such clusters producing textile and
firecrackers in Tirupur and Sivakashi, respectively. These cottage industries
have traditionally flourished as the people manufactured those items
indigenously while remaining in their villages with families. This will reduce
migrations to and crowding of cities. The cost of living is less and the quality of
life better in the villages than in the cities. So on the basis of gram samuh,
such clusters of cottage industries should be encouraged.

The migrants, having experienced life in both villages and cities, could take
initiative in organic farming in their native places. Using technology and e-
marketing, their production could go directly to the retailer. This would not
only give maximum returns to the producers but also minimize prices for the
buyers through the elimination of the middlemen.

This decentralization was necessary and could also encourage some city-
centric industries to move to the rural areas the way the tiles industry in Morbi,
Guijarat, was developed.

The social awareness brought in by the lockdown should be used to clean up
rivers and the environment. Industrialists can modernize their waste disposal
processes for a better environment.
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A busy life makes prayers harder, but prayer makes a busy life easier.
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A busy life makes prayers harder, but prayer makes a busy life easier.
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A busy life makes prayers harder, but prayer makes a busy life easier.




