lectively and sometimes hundreds of
brides and bride-grooms tie their
knots.

There is a combined feast and
essential house hold items, clothes,
some jewellery etc. are donated by
the affluents of the society.

Bharat Vikas Parishad took up
this project at national level. Simple
Mass Marriages are performed by
many branches and Prants regulary.
Every year a large number of
couples belonging to poor families
are benefitted by this project. The
Guidelines for the project are as
follows.

1. Firstof all a wide publicity should
be given to the project through
hand bills, banners and
hoardings at important places of
the town.

. Advertisements, free or oth-
erwise, should be given in local
news papers and television
channels.

The publicity should start at least
two months before the event.

Seek cooperation of other
NGOs, temple authorites, MLAs,
MPs, Corporators etc.

For registration of the pro-
spective couples a Registration
Form should be devised
containing all the particulars like
names, addresses, date of birth,
educational qualifications An
Affidavit along with a photograph
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containing all the above
particulars should be prepared.

The minimum age for the eli-
gible couples is 21 years for the
boy and 18 years for the girl.

The daughters of widows and
poor families should be given
preference while performing
such marriages.

Efforts should be made to in-
volve maximum number of lady
members of the Parishad in the
organization and management
of this project.

The members of the branch
should contribute to their
maximum. However, donations
in cash and kind, should be
solicited from the general public.

A minimum number of house-
hold goods such as utensils,
clothes, furniture and some cash
may be arranged for each
couple.

Also arrangements for a wed-
ding feast should be made for all
the couples and other
participants.

It will be better if the venue is a
temple. It will encourage the
general public to witness the
ceremony.

. A marriage procession of all the

couples, with a band and
banners of BVP will give a wide
publicity to the organization.
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In Bharatvarsha marriage
ceremony is something very
important. Unlike other religions,
among Hindus marriage is a
religious ceremony and not a social
contract.

Our ancestors started a tradi-
tion that the newly wedded couple
should be given some household
goods, money and gifts. According
to Hindu Law the girls received no
share in their father's property and
hence it was the duty of the parents
of the bride to compensate the
daughters adequately at the time of
theirmarriage.

However it was all voluntary and
their was no compulsion. But with
the passage of time it became a
binding tradition and came to be

known as dowry or Dahej. The
bridegroom's parents started
bargaining and tried to extract as
much as they could. This
exploitation continued even after the
marriage. It all resulted in the torture
of the girls and bride-burning. With
the increasing dowry demand and
ostentatious style of marriage
celebrations the daughter's
marriage became and still is, a
heavy burden, specially, for the
parents of moderate means. The
message of Mass Marriages should
go to the upper classes also so that
the dowry system may be lessened.

The society found a way out of
this difficult situation in the form of
Mass Marriages. The NGOs  took
up the cause in a big way. The
marriages are performed col-
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