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Editor's Reflections-

SEWA THROUGH JOB
AND PROFESSION

Genrally we divide our activities in two water tight compartments-
The one is our job or profession and the other is Sewa or voluntary
work and sometimes our religious life as well. Mostly there is no
connection between the two, a voluntary worker doing Sewa helps
others, behaves gently and gives donations. The same person becomes
a changed man when he is in his profession or job. He may not perform
his duties properly, fleece and cheat others and may behave rudely. A
person may worship gods in a temple in the morning and chant mantras.
But he may have no compunction in telling lies, sell spurious goods
and accept graft when on his job.

The reason for behaving in such a manner is that we perform
functions of three categories: The first is working for one self, for one's
livelihood and for one’s family. The other type of activity is working for
others, for the society and for the country. This may be called Sewa. A
third category is working for attainting God or your may call it spiritual
part of activities. When we work ourselves,we become totally selfish
and don't care how our actions will effect others. A doctor charges
excessive fees, prescribes unnecessary medical tests to earn
commission and gives irrational and costly medicines to get gifts from
pharmaceutical companies.

Our activituies had no name 1000 years ago and these were called
jobs, a cooking job,a building job etc. To these jobs some skill and
knowledge were added and these became occupations or vocations.
When occupation becomes popular and attractive,it becomes a career.
Then professions came into existence The definition of a profession
is: a body of knowledge which can be categorized, classified, measured,
imparted and acquired. There are professions like law, medicine,
engineering etc.When we do some job, adopt a profession and pursue
a career, we do somthing for others and take something from others.
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People pursuing a career take 75% for themselves and give 25% to
others. In the case of professionals it is fifty-fifty. Service is an activity
for earning livelihood is 75% for you and 25% for me. And the last
comes mission, 100 for you and zero for me. Thus we transit from a
job, vocation, an occupation, a career, a profession to a service and a
mission.

But all of us can’t be missionaries. Of course, we can try to
assimilate the spirit of sewa or mission into our career, profession, job
or occupation. We can make all our work sanctified, profound, sublime,
to make it service to the society and and to the whole humanity. We
must evolve a balance between service to the self and service to others.
We must always keep in view that our actions don’'t harm the interest
of others. It is possible to earn our livelihood while providing sewa to
others. If we follow some principles a work, profession and job can
become a sewa:

1 Greet the customer with a smile and treat him with respect
irrespective of his race, religion, education, economic or social
status.

1 Our communication should be gentle and compassionate. We
should listen to the client or customer fully and attentivily.

1 We must have full knowledge about our work or product and should
give it to the customer in a most simple way. We should refrain
from lying and misguiding the person.

1 We should refer the person to the appropriate specialist our shop
or store if we think that what we are offering may not meet the
needs of the client or customer.

1 Though charging fees or selling goods, we should try to give the
maximum benefit to the person through that service or product.

1 Our action as product or service provider should be guided by the
fact that how it will impact ours and client’s physical, emotional
and intellectual well- being and how it will impact family, community
and earth in general.

The word ‘management’is very much in vogue these days. Tao
said ‘selfishness is achieved through selflessness’. So, the great
art of management lies is managing selfishness along with selflessness,
doing sewa while doing business and earning livelihood while doing
good to others. There is no contradiction between the two and both
are compatible.

aq
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HOLY WISDOM

acd 3717

7 f& dur dufor smEdlg e |
JEOT T IMA WH gH: FATEA: |

Never do enmities cease by hating in this world, but
hatred ceases by love. This is the eternal law.
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A Brother Officer's Advice

g GyanendraBadgaiyan

If you run into an IAS officer, who has been in service, for say 15
years, here is what you can do for him.

First of all, help him understand this: fifteen years on the job and
there is still a lot ot learn: learn not just what remains unlearnt but also
what needs to be unlearnt. Encourage him to express his views on the
multitude of issues in Indian public discourse. Work with him to learn
where his opinions come from. Reveal to him the invisible yet powerful
influence of chance experiences, perceived self-interest and idology,
however inchoate. Help him experience the freedom that comes from
divesting one's self from one's stated positions. And the gains that
follow from understanding alternative view-points including those that
are not friendly, even hostile.

Help him make sense of the disapproval that greets him often. Ask
him to curb the tendency to dismiss it or join it. Tell him that some
criticistm might be unfair to him but not unfair otherwise. Counsel him
to not let such criticism dampen his enthusiasm. Let him understand
that some of it is born out of frustration and pain.

If he complains of being powerless, remind his of the enormous
reach of the Indian state and his own pre-eminent position in it. Or, of
the number of times he was able to get away with arrogant behaviour.
If this does not help, suggest to him that perhaps he is too focused on
the ones more powerful than him and to have forgotten those millions
whose lives he has the power to change.

Ask what motivates him. He may talk about unispiring bosses,
especially the ones that kick up and kick down. He may mention the
crushing weight of routine, endless meetings and the sheer boredom
of being in a stifling environment. He will perhaps talk about the crippling
effect of an unimaginative promotion policy, fear of inquiries, motivated
or otherwise and a nontransparent handling of personnel matters. You

Contd. on Page 33
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Enters The New Babu

g Vijay Jung Thapa

Shed that Mai Baap Image-that's what recruits
to the civil service are being told. This elite
core of administrators is undergoing a serious
phase of transition and role definition.

If you take a quick poll among retired IAS, IPS and IFS officers
and you are likely to come up with a more indignant contrarian view of
how the quality of civil service probationers is being diluted because of
a marked social alterations in the kind of people coming in. But that
Isn't all. Fact is, today the elite core of administrators in this country,
the civil service-what was once called the steel frame of India-is going
through a serious phase of transition in its identity and role definition.
The most pressing reasons are:-

1 The profession doesn't hold the same kind of strong primal
attraction, with the more talented students either prefering to go
abroad or opting for the more lucrative private cadres.

1 Political interference in the services has taken a toll leading to a
growing feeling of cynicism in the cadres.

1 There is today a discernible drop out rate-something unheard of
earlier, with the abler administratiors opting for better jobs elsewhere.

1 The credibility of the civil service is at an all-time low.

A consensus paper on "civil service reforms" drawn up by the
LBSNAA (Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration)
puts it more candidly: "Whatever went wrong in the four decades of
planned development is attributed to it (the civil service) and whatever
worked was in spite of it. Civil Service baiting today has acquired an
acrimony as never before and it is condemned not only from without
but also from within."
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There is no doubt that the social composition of civil service officers
is different now and far more representative in some ways. The earlier
urban bias in selection is now steadily declining. Similarly, there is also
a change in the campuses where officers are coming from. Even as
late as 1980, the main contributors to the civil services were St.
Stephens College and Hindu College in Delhi, Presidencey College in
Calcutta, Muir Hostel in Allahabad, Loyola, Madras Christian and
Presidency Colleges in Chennai and Ravenshaw College in Cuttack.
Today, the largest contingent comes from |IT Kanpur.

How has this really affected the service? Typically, there are two
strong opposing views. The more critical view is that the civil service
meant to attract generalists with a liberal arts background and a
commitment to public service-is now being flooded with people whose
technical training has insulated them from social and political realities.
Also, while greater rural representation is good idea, what is actually
happening is that a majority of probationers seem to come from a
handful of backward states-Uttar Pradesh and Bihar are good examples
where due to the lack of a flourishing private sector, the civil service is
still considered the "mother of all jobs". Adds a senior bureaucrat: "A
lot of these probationers come from feudal backgrounds and are only
interested in power and money. They have set ideas that are
conservative, parochial, casteist and communal.”

But the other view, represented by a wider cross-section of
bureaucrats is that the changing social profile of the new recruits is
better for the civil service because it gives it a more pan-Indian character.
"The young recruits | come across are well informed about issues than
we ever were," says Wajahat Habibullah, director of LBSNAA. This
view strongly denies any connection between the decline of the service
and the social background of the rectruits. "Look at how the bureaucracy
is viewed by the public today. They are seen as corrupt, communal
and parochial... and then ask yourselves who has been running the
bureaucracy till very recently, isn't people from the same elite, liberal,
upper-class families?" asks a former cabinet secretary. Besides, points
out senior bureaucrats, if money is the only consideration, in today's
scenario a person who has the intellectual capability to get through the
civil services examination has a lot of other lucrative job opportunities.
"The majority of those who get into the services today make a conscious
choice," points out Tarun Sikdar, deputy director at the LBSNAA.

But the alteration in social composition isn't a major problem, role
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definition-or the process of evolution to churn out a new model
bureaucrat for these changing times is getting to be one. The LBSNAA
itself is a good example of this churning. Once regarded as just a
finishing school where recruits were groomed in table manners, today
the academy is gearing itself to become a think tank for the civil service.
One of its main concerns is defining the role of an officer seen through
two main paradigms of change:

The irreversibility of reforms and the fact that the government now
broadly needs to confine itself to the sector, leaving the rest to market
forces.

Decentralisation, or the advent of a strong panchayati raj system
at the local level takes away a lot of responsibilities eariler vested with
the bureaucracy.

"Looking at it through these two paradigms, what we tell the new
recruits is the mai-baap days of the bureaucracy are over. Today you
are more like a facilitator," explains B.S. Baswan, former Director of
LBSNAA and Secretary, Minorities Commission. The new bureaucrat
is seen as a "knowledge Manager"- a modern-day troubleshooter who
takes decisions after consulting every interest group, not autocratically
as is being done today.

Moreover, the recruits are told to start specialising in the
micromanagement level (read district). So once they reach the macro
management level (policy drafting) they know what streams they should
follow in the hierachy. "No more should a defence secretary become
an agriculture secretary, or a finance secretary become an aviation
secretary. The generalist is no longer a viable concept," adds Sanjeev
Chopra, deputy director and faculty member at the LBSNAA.

But both Baswan and Chopra admit they are taking on a very
powerful mindset, one that is steeped in tradition dating back to Raj.
LBSNAA faculty say most recruits accept this change in attitude while
in training, but change their views once they get a district posting. It is
called the "White car, red light" syndrome-once they've tasted power, it
isn't easy to tell them they have to give it all up just because some
"lvory tower idealists" in Mussoorie say so.

And the thinking today is that this Mai Baap mindset has to be
weeded out right in the beginning. It is at this point where the Union
Public Service Commission (UPSC), the organisation that selects the
civil service probationers, plays a vital role. A chairman of UPSC says
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"There is a realisation that at this juncture we need candidates with the
necesary intellectual and attitudinal calibre who can be facilitators,
disseminators of information and agents of change." The UPSC set up
a nine-member committee headed by a Planning Commission member
to review the civil service examination process. Experts in the UPSC
say they are aware of the widespread criticism of the examination
process. The complaints are that only students with rote ability clear
the entrance examination, and the age limit-30 in the general category,
33 for OBCs and 35 for SCs/STs-is too high, bringing in people with
firm mindsets that are difficult to change. Typically, the student who
clears the UPSC examination is one who has, after college, opted out
of the mainstream, is taking up coaching classes, and keeps trying for
years on end until one day he actually does get in.

But in the end, all these efforts to try and define a "new babu" will
come to nothing if it isn't taken seriously by the existing bureaucracy
itself. As of now, most officers in the service look at this new trend with
scepticism-and often ridicule the probationers and their new fangled
ideas during their first district posting. Says one such probationer: "The
seniors try and wear you down. It's a fight from the beginning." Who
wins this battle will eventually decide the fate of the civil service.

From Page 29

ask if he is himself doing enough about these very things to keep
high the motivation of those working for him. Finally, take him, during
night, to the India that sleeps on pavements and, during days, to the
India that sends her children to beg. Ask him; Is working for these
people not motivation enough?

Draw upon the reservoir of Indian public intellectuals and others
who, if credibly approached, will do this for the love of their country.
This is a fairly large and demanding agenda. Do what best you can.

d

The author is an IAS officer
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Mere Administrative Reforms

Are Not Sufficient
g O.P. Saxena

India is the largest democratic country in the world with potential
to develop into a super-power. The country has made tremendous
progress in various spheres, be it, communication, information
technology, transport, space research or medical service technology.
The latest addition of its achievements is the launching of indigenously
built nuclear powered sub-marine eqipped with ballistic missiles INS
Arihant-whereby India became the sixth nation besides US, UK, France,
Russia and China who can build and operate Nuclear Submarines. At
the same time there are spheres including socio-economic where the
performance and outcome is quite dismal inspite of various
administrative reforms and other measures undertaken by the
government from time of time. What could be the reason?

After Independence India adopted democracy as the way of
good governance. Inspite of several deficiencies in democracy it is
still the best governing system developed so far. It is of course, true
that in democracy things move slowly. An objective assessment of the
administrative reforms undertaken so far is imperative in the present
scenario.

During the British rule the backbone of the administration used to
be Indian Civil Service (ICS), the officers who were known for their
integrity, devotion to duty, honesty and were often called as steel frame
of Indian Administration. The Indian civil service officers used to be
members of the Council of Administrators headed by the Governor-
General and besides acting as ministers, had also been entrusted with
the task of implementing the policy. Post Independance, the government
felt the need of an administrative system which may be in tune with the
changing circumstances. The government's perception is well reflected
in what Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru said," No new order can be built up in
India so long as the spirit of ICS pervades our administration. It seems
to me quite essential that ICS and similar Services must disappear.”
This is how the Indian Administrative Service came into existence, which
is now considered the backbone of the Indian governmental system.
The Indian Administrative Service comprises of IAS, IPS besides other
civil services whose officers are intellectially bright, meritorious,
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academically sound and well equipped to manage complex problems.
The service system is well organised and consideraly independent.
The civil servants continue in the civil service for long periods and
wield a great deal of influence as they act as a buffer between the
political bosses and the masses of the country. There was a time when
these officers were universally respected. Their honesty, integrity and
devotion to duty was taken for granted. This is no longer the case.
Degeneration has crept into this cadre although the service continues
to attract best talent. Corruption has entered into the service. Take the
case of Mr. A.P. Singh, the former chief secretary of U.P. and late Mr.
Gautam, the then District Magistrate of Patna, Bihar who came into
prominence by having his photo on the cover page of prestigeous news
magazine 'News Week'. These and such other unscrupulous persons
have tarnished the image of the civil services by indulging in corrupt
practices. What could be the reson behind this unfortunate degeneration
in the civil services? Is it simply the greed for affluence, lack of
accountability, dilution of merit, lack of moral valnes, political system in
vogue of which they are part and parcel and corrupt polticians behind
this degeneration?

The dilution of the original concept of meeritocracy has crept in
over a period of time starting with the introduction of reservations for
particular sections of the society. The political compulsions of extending
the period of reservation from time to time has no doubt impacted the
services adversely. The period of emergency form 1975 to 1977, the
darkest period in the history of country's democracy, brought forth
concept of committed bureucracy and caused inmense damage to the
governing system.The value system crumbled further in the decade of
1980 and early 1990 when degenation of poltical leadership created
an ethos of shameless corruption.

Corruption has became more or less a way of life and constitutes
the most formidable obstacle to India's emergence as an economic
super power. One cannot expect bureacracy to be honest if the political
leadership, which wields the levers of power is corrupt. The corrupt
politician started woking hand in glove with the corrupt civil servants
and the two blatantly threw politcal integrity and service honesty
completely overboard. The real shame, surely, is what poltician do in
open. Corruption is no longer a shady business. High level of corruption
and absence of accountability are the major causes of all the ills that
afflicts the administration.

Civil Services reforms have became a buzzword of today. The
central and state governments have since Independace set up
Administrative Reforms Commissions with a view to make the
government effcient and effective by rationalising different laws,
manuals, rules and methods of working. Compurterization of office work,
procedures and records,though often oppsed by the staff have gone a
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longway in provding service to the people and minimising the chance
of corrupt practices. The major thrust of goverments in nineties was to
envolve a policy framework in the major areas affecting the total
economy of the country. Futher, economic reforms were also introduced
to provide a suitable evironment for development. The several Admini-
strative Rerform Commissions recomended various reforms which led
to the creation of new departments, new administrative organisations
and institutions.13th central ARC in its report submitted to the
government in May this year has submitted proposals for bringing down
the existing ministeries from 55 to 20-25 without reducing the number
of ministers. The benefit of such arrangment is, the ARC said, that it
would lead to enhanced coordination of national issues and at the same
time meet the requirment of providing adegate ministrial representation.
Many of these reforms could not be undertaken because of lack of
political consensus. However administrative reforms are an on going
process.

The governments persuing political agenda as distinct from
providing good governace are causing immense harm. In Uttar Pradesh
things have came to such a pass that officers are seeking judicial
intervention for their promotions etc because the top bureacracy in
flagrant disregard of rules and regulations is blindly follwing the political
agenda as set at by the political bosses in power. The states have
shown little regard to the Supreme Court by not enforcing reforms in
the police force. They fear that such reforms would loosen the hold of
the government on the police force which is more often used as a tool
to further the interest of political party in power. Is it correct to correlate
the transfer and posting of inspectors of force on the camplaints of
MLA's of the political party in power? If the trend continues then the
degeration may reach a deplorable stage.

The need of the hour is to make the civil services an effective
instrument of good governace by isolating it from political influences. It
is imperative to raise the level of accontabilty so that the performance
of the civil servants is objectvely analysed to decide their future
promotions and postings. Will the government implement the
suggestions in true spirt? If not then the observation of the Supreme
Court. "The whole government machinery is corrupt. We lay down
law, but who will implement it? It has to be done by the clerks. The
secrataries and joint secretrairies have no guts to go against the clerks.
The law is there, the statute is there, but the governments have become
non functional. General perception regarding MCD bogus muster rolls
scam is that a scam of this magnitude can not exist without the
connivance and active participation of officers, union and politicians
and many more such scams would continue to bleed the nation."

ad
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Role Of Administration for

A Resurgent India
g Somdatta Mohan

he topic is thought provoking and raises questions to ponder over

such as: Is india really resurgent? If so in what direction? Is India
really making strides in (a) Economy and industry (b) Science and
technology (c) World peace (d) Tradition, Clulture and Civilization (e)
What qualities, calibre, rights, powers and authority, the Indian
Administration should acquire (f) what duties should it be prepared to
perform to make contribution to the indian resurgence? (g) What role
should the administration play to energize the Indian resurgence?

Let us take up the above questions one by one:-

(1) Yes, India is a resurgent nation. Recently Bill Gates, the richest
person in the world euligized India in glorious terms. He says that India
possesses the most brilliant talents and calibre in the world. Why?
Perhaps Indians in large number are manning his software kingdom.
But does it denote India’s resurgence, despite its faults and follies,
despite corruption rampant all over not only in the administration but
also in the whole social fabric and the polity, despite the moral fibre
crumbling, because even after 62 years of India’s Independence, we
do not possess the character building education system which is still
reeling under the Macaulay's influance.

Mahatma Gandhi had said-"If the English stay here, but their culture
departs. | would say that India has achieved Self Rule. But if they leave
India and their culture stays to dominate us | would say we have not
attained Freedom". If we apply Mahatma Gandhi's criteria, India is
suffering from mental slavery. which we had never suffered during the
ruthless, cruel and tortrous rule of the foreigners for about 1200 years.

However in ceratin aspects India can claim to be really resurgent:

(a) ECONOMY. India's economy has almost attained the status of
a developed economy.

(b) SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGHY: NDA government
immediately after taking over the reins of the government carried out a
nuclear test to acquire the nuclear power status at the risk of all threats
of the big powers of the world to impose sanctions on India. The purpose
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was to attain the nuclear power status for safeguarding the security of
India and not for aggrandizement. BECAUSE NON-AGGRESSION IS
THE ESSENCE OF Indian culture. Our scientists are winning laurels
in various fields of science.

Infrastructure for Industrial growth is being developed at a great
speed. Private companies have been assigned the job of constructing
the national highways allowing them to meet their expenses by charging
the toll tax, rather than burdening the national exchequer.

Mahatma Gandhi had said-"If the English stay
here, but their culture departs, | would say that
India has achieved self Rule. But if they leave
India and their culture stays to dominate us, |
would say we have not attained freedom.

Project for constructing pucca roads to link the 5 lac villages with
the national highways, would energize the village economy that
accommodates almost 70% population.

WORLD PEACE: India has not agreed to sign the discriminating
non-proliferation treaty despite pressure from the super powers. Actually
that treaty allowed some nations to carry on increasing their nuclear
weapons while putting a ban on the other nations. This daring stand
on the part of India is working in the right direction.

India's cultural background is a great asset to help bring her
resurgence. China's traveller Huen Sang and Fahian had said in the
ancient past that India was a highly affluent country and the moral
fabric of India was so rich and strong that the people did not lock their
houses and there were no crimes such as thefts and dacoities.

The Administration comprises the political leadership, the
bureaucracy, and the judiciary. It is impossible to conceive of a just and
ordered society without a trained bureaurocracy. Political Executive as
well as the judiciary do depend upon the bureaurocracy for framing rules
and regulations. for administering the law and for managing and
supervising as well as for organising the social, legal and political system.

All the three sectors of Administration have to be upright, sincere,
and honest. They have to be imbued with the spirit of selfless service
of the people. Their rights, powers and authority should be confined to
deliver justice to the people. In common parlance they claim to be
public servants. They have to prove themselves true to this
nomenclature, by blazing a trail that leads to the glorious resurgence
of India. Let the vibrant Administration cast aside the sense of
being rulers. Let them be public servants.

d
The author is a retired chief Interpreter in Lok Sabha
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DHARMA-ITS IMPORTANCE IN
GOVERNANCE

g Justice K.P. Radhakrishna M enon

Dharma is the foremost concept of the four Purusarhas, Dharma,

Artha, Kama and Moksa, reflecting all the possible human urges and
aspirations, formulated by Vedanta. Purusartha means. "Purusena
arthyate iti Purusartha". Its English rendering is: 'That which is sought
after by a human being'.

To accomplish upliftment of the society and thereby of the nation,
Dharma commands that the citizens shall obey both, the man made
laws and moral laws. Dharma, in the context, has two dimensions,
namely, legal and spiritual. It shall, however, be remembered that the
legal dimension cannot become effective unless there is moral
dimension. When the moral awareness is lacking, there will be tendency
to break or bend the law for one's own benefit. To restrain this tendency,
the state may enact more laws, but this will be of no avail, because
man cannot be made moral by an Act of Parliament.

Modern biologists like Huxley and others, view that human beings
without this value system will continue to manifest the characteristics
of human beings during pre-human period. But the biologists had never
ventured to find out its source. They are, nonetheless, certain in their
conviction that human evolution has ceased to be organic and has
become psychosocial. It is Vedanta alone that gives us the source of
all values; It is the one Atman, the divine reality ever present in all,
from whom the universe has manifested in the human beings.

Maharshi Aurobindo and Mahatma Gandhi, the father of the nation,
could foresee that Independent India will give up the moral dimension
of the Dharma concept and introduce the western type of administration
engulfed by consumerestic civilisation, the arch enemy of Dharma.

Aurobindo said that democracy to be sucessful in India must be rooted
in Dharma. Mahatma said: "By political Independence, | do not mean
an imitation of the British House of Commons or the Soviet rule of
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Russia or the Fascist rule of Italy or the Nazi rule of Germany. They
have systems suited to their genius. We must have ours suited to our
genius."

"Mahatma Gandhi said, "l have described it as Ram Raj. that is,
sovereignty of the people based on pure moral authority. Every
community would be on a par with every other community". That is
why Mahatma said that the true source of right is duty.

Administration in India prior to the British rule was controlled and
guided by Dharma. Citizens used to obey man made laws. Not only
that, "Citizens use to obey the high standards of decency which are
not enforced by law but are the hallmark of a truly civilised and mature
democracy. The various facets of Dharma constitute the genius of India.
The rulers and the ruled practised this Dharmic Philosophy in their
dealings in society.

The political leaders-turned administrators framed a constitution, not
based on the genius of Bharat but the genius of the Western countries.
As if, he foresaw this dependence on western civilisation, Mahatma
Gandhi while making comments on communism said, "Moreover they
(Communists) seem to take their instructions from Russia, whom they
regard as their spiritual home rather than India. | cannot countenance
this dependence on an outside power".

Induction of Article 30 conferring special fundamental rights on
minorities based on religion to establish and administer educational
institutions of their choice, into the Constitution has smashed the
Dharmic concept of unity in diversity and that every community is equal
irrespective of caste and religion.

The byproducts of the administration bereft of the science of values,
are communalism and corruption. Even scriptures of all religions have
condemned the evils of bribes. The Bible says. "A wicked man accepts
bribe behind the back to prevent the ways of justice". Prophet Micka
says, "The Prince asks for gifts, the judge seeks bribes and the great
man utters his evil desire so they scheme together".

Rig Veda describes people who take bribe as thieves. Religious
fundamentalism and communalism have completely distrupted social
cohesion and emotional integration based on the basic moral principle
of equality for all.

The cesspool of degeneration to which the administration has fallen
should be blotted out The simple answer is let the administration be
rooted in Dharma. To introduce such a system, as our revered President
Abdul Kalam said. "Three types of people are needed-Punya atma
(virtuous people), Punya neta (virtuous leaders) and Punya adhikari
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(virtuous officers)." This prescription sounds the great divine Gita
message in which Sri Krishna exhorts humanity through Arjuna, "tasmat
Yogi Bhav Arjuna". The quintessence of this message is that every
administrator judge, teacher worker, nay, every citizen shall possess
the characteristic of a Yogi. Action must be inpired by bhakti, that is,
devotion, dedication, commitment; and it shall be studied by dhyana,
that is, by meditation and guided by jnana. Man must be a Raj Rishi,
that is, he must be kingly outside and saintly within.

Such people are scarce todays. And, therefore, to save the nation
form the cesspool of decadence, the one thing that should be done is
to decommercialise both religion and education and train the new
generation by giving an education, which helps them to learn both
Para (spiritual) and Apara (Worldly) vidya (knowledge). Dealing with
this aspect, The former President Abdul Kalam said:

"Our culture teaches to learn both Para (spiritual) and Apara (worldly)
Vidya (knowledge). Therefore, together with knowledge of the Apara,
one should learn the Para as well. If one learns this then Apara-worldly
knowledge-vidya will become founded on dharma and spirituality".

Let us therefore, try to build a new nation, the citizens of which will
work for the welfare of each other shedding the differences based on
religion, caste, communalism and fundamentalism. Let our actions be
based on the science of values, that is, Dharma. Let us work unitedly
for the welfare of the nation. Let us be patriots. Let us not fight for any
special rights other than the fights of the weaker section and Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes so that we can extricate Mother India
from the Dhritarashtra embrace of the quota rule, of appeasement
adopted by unpatriotic politicians running the government to satisfy
communalism and casteism, with a view to fill their vote banks to the
brim. Believe in the service of the Nation.

In conclusion. | shall quite F. Max Mueller:

"If were to look over the whole world to find out the country
most richly endowed with all the wealth, power and beauty that
nature can bestow the very paradise on earth-I should point to
India".

q
I have learned to seek my happiness by limiting my desires,
rather than attemping to satisfy them.
-J.S. Hill
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| Believe
g Dr.Karan Singh

As | travel around the world | am often asked, usually by younger
people, a simple but formidable question: "What is your philosophy?"
While | speak extensively on the philosophy of Vedanta, of the
Upanishads, of Sri Aurobindo and so on, that does not answer the
question. As | turn seventy-five, | thought this would be a good occasion
to try and spell out what precisely | believe.

Our beliefs flow from the totality of experience to which we have
been exposed. | have been fortunate that my exposure has, in many
ways, been more varied and intense than falls to the lot of most people.
There are four main sets of factors that have moulded my thinking-
books, music, travel, and people. In all four | have had the good fortune
of an extremely wide and stimulating contact, and if | have not imbibed
more from them, the fault is entirely my own. In any case, | shall try
briefly to identify the major beliefs | have. | am acutely aware of the
difficulty in expressing complex ideas in simple words:

1. 1 believe that man, still in an intermediate stage between the
animal and the divine, can raise himself to a higher plane of being, if
the makes a conscious and dedicated effort to do so; and there can be
no nobler endeavour than this aspiration towards divinity. | believe that
each human being born on this planet, or for that matter anywhere
else in the limitless cosmos, carries within himself an unquenchable
spark of divinity. Our true destiny as human beings revolves around
fanning of this spark into the smokeless flame of spiritual realisation.

2. | believe that all political, economic, and social activity should
have as its ultimate goal the fostering of this divinity within each
individual. Scientific and technological developments are
ultimaterly counter-productive if they do not lead us towards this
end.

3. I believe that at their highest, all religions are so many different
paths leading to the same goal, the ineffable and indescribable union
between the human and the divine; that mystics of all religious
persuasions have realized and preached essentially the same doctrine
of human love and divine communion; and that strife and hatred in the
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name of religion is the very antithesis of spirituality and a gross slur on
the name of humanity.

4. | believe that India with its unique heritage stretching back to
the very dawn of civilisation, has a special role to play in fostering a
society which would support this process of evolution. In a world torn
by violence and hatred | believe that India can play a crucial rolein
leading humanity towards a new equilibrium between wealth and
wisdom, having and being. | believe that we must work for political
integration, economic growth, social transformation, and secular
democracy not merely as ends in themselves but because this
combination can best provide the framework within which the people
of our ancient land can fulfill their destiny.

5. I believe that as long as millions go without the basic necessities
of civilised existence it is utterly unreal to talk to them about things of
the spirit, and that the basic material needs of man must be satisfied
as a foundation for further spiritual growth. | believe that this can be
achieved only when we succeed in motivating the people of India to
put in sevral decades of hard, disciplined effort for the production of
wealth and simultaneously adopt policies to ensure that the wealth so
produced is distributed fairly to all sections of society. | believe that this
can be achieved not by propagating the bitter doctrine of implacable
class warfare but, rather, by trying to involve the nation as a whole in
the mighty effort required to break the poverty barrier that still persists
around us.

6. | believe that politics will always be turbulent because that is
the nature of politics, as it is the nature of the sun to be hot and water
to be wet, and that it is futile to lament over the state of politics. We
must face boldly the battle of life into which we find ourselves
precipitated. | believe that, approachd in the right spirit, political
activity can be a powerful instrument for human transformation
and can thus contribute goals that lie before the human race.

7. | believe that our generation holds the present in trust for
posterity, and that we have to fulfill this responsibility so that we can
repay the debt we ourselves owe to the past. | believe that we must,
therefore, protect this planet from wanton despoliation and blatant
exploitation in the name of progress, that we must conserve its
atmosphere and water, its forests and wild life, from the destruction
they are facing as the result of increasing urbanisation and
industrialisation.

8. | believe that life is necessarily a mosaic of joy and sorrow, of
pleasure and pain, of failure and success, of shadow and sunlight; that
we must accept these dualities as a necessary stage in our spiritual
progress until we are able to transcend them; and that each experience
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can be a valuable means for inner growth, unpleasant situations often
affording greater opportunities for development than superficially
pleasant ones.

9. | believe that love and friendship constitute the surest bonds
in a world where everything is constantly changing, and that these
should be cherished whenever and wherever they are found. | believe
that the creation of beauty through music and poetry, the fine arts and
architecture, is a central function of civilisation and must be encouraged
so that increasingly large sections of society can derive the immaterial
but extremely valuable benefits that flow therefrom, so that man can
be led from the outer beauty of form to the inner beauty of spirit.

10. I believe that while each one of us owes a deep debt to the
country of our origin, as members of the human race we also owe
awider loyalty to the planet that has nurtured our kind for millions
of years.

11. I believe that death is a natural and necessary corollary to life,
and must be accepted in a positive manner rather than with fear and
dread. | believe that the death of the body merely marks another step
in the long journey of the pilgrim soul towards its final destination, and
that man must shake off the superstitious dread that he has with regard
to this essential and inescapable phenomenon.

12. | believe, finally, that a divine destiny pervades the cosmos, a
destiny not distant and remote but one in which in some mysterious
way, each one of us is actively involved. | believe that the most
effective means of fulfilling that destiny is acombination of active
outer involvement in furthering human welfare and intense inner
striving to reach the goal of spiritual realisation. | believe, thus,
that the most eloquent prayer that has ever been evolved is one that
has resounded in India down through the corridors of time since the
very dawn of our civilizations:

From the unreal lead me to the real;

From darkness lead me to the light;

From death lead me to immortality.

a
Dr. karan Singh is a former governor of J&K,
a former central Govt. minister, a great
scholar, writer and thinkers.
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DOCTOR'S AERROGANCE

LACK OF COMMUNICATION WITH THE PATIENT AND RUDENESS
g IndraChandra

Last year | was admitted in a hospital for a major operation. My
son, who is also a doctor, was with me. Before taking me to the operation
theatre, a surgeon from the team of the doctors, who were to perform
the operation, said that a test will be done on me and a large quantity
of fluid would be injected into the body. My son asked the doctor whether
the test was necessary and will it do any good to the patient as it
seemed to be a quite painful procedure. The surgeon was very much
annoyed on this inquiry and said, "Should | take instructions from my
patients and tell them every thing." My doctor son said, yes, it is the
right of the patient to know about the treatment given to them and the
results expected.”

It all ended happily, the test was successful and no necessity was felt
to perform the operation.

But it brings me to the topic of certain flaws in the doctor's hehavior,
especially rudeness and lack of communication with the patient. Itis a
paradox that in the time of "global communication" and the internet
generation" we are faced with a break down in communication between
patients and doctors, increasing patient dissatisfaction and rising
number of complaints. A common complaint of the patients is that
doctors do not listen to them. Patients want more and better information
about their problems and the outcome, more openness about the side
effects of treatment, relief of pain and emotional stress.

Why should the doctors change the way they communicate? Very
often there are reports that the family members of the patients picked
up quarrel with the doctors and assaulted them. In most of such cases
the doctor is not careless or negligent. The fault lies in his lack of
communication skill and rude behavior. In the past decade the image
of a doctor and hospital has changed. Patients today are health
consumers and want to be active participants in medical decision
making. The doctors who are more skilful and intelligent attract more
patients, their volume of practice is more and consequently there is
decrease in time per patient. In government hospitals there is a huge
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rush of patients and the doctors are in a haste to dispose off as many
patients as possible in the fixed hours of their duty.

Good doctor patient commmunication offers many benefits. It gives
the patient not only a psychological satisfaction but improves his
physical health too. Several studies has found that a good
communication between the doctor and the patient results in
improvement in emotional health, pain control, lowering of blood
pressure, and blood sugar concentration and lessening in disease
symptoms.

It the doctor does not describe the dose and frequency of medication
the patient may have a completely different understanding of the same.
This misunderstanding is more frequent among patients with limited
literary skills or with memory problems. Moreover the modern doctors
donot want to talk to their patients about dietary restrictions. Patients
who misunderstand their prescriptions or eat things which are harmful
and aggravate the illness are at great risk.

Rude behavior by high power doctors not only with patients and their
attendants but with the hospital staff as well is also a problem. It results
in paramedical staff dissatisfaction, quarrels, strikes and even assaults
by the patient's relatives on doctors and hospital staff. Rude language
and hostile behavior in health care settings poses a threat to patient's
safety.

But how to bring a change in doctor's behavior and improve their
communication skills? it has been found that this can be achieved with
proper teaching. Moreover the doctors must realise that medical practice
is more that just a job. They have a moral and social responsibility as
well as a medical one. They must preserve their patients' trust. Also
communication is an interactive process. Patients also need skills and
support to take part in decision making and raise questions about quality.
The doctors must try to understand the paitents' perspective while
improving the medical service quality and explain their difficulties to
them, so that their expectations become more realistic.

The doctors should be more careful when treating a female patient,
an illiterate one or a person speaking some language other than the
doctor's. There may be some misunderstanding about the physical
examination of a female patient in eastern countries. There is a list of
essential tasks-called kalamazoo consensus statements. These
include:-

Contd. on Page 77
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Social Responsibility
of the Super-Rich

g Dr.A. Jagan Mohan Reddy
" No one can do anything. But everyone can do something"
-Anonymous

The opening up of the economy over the last decade and a half
has helped India to make a modest impact on its war on poverty and
destitution. Though, there have been spectacular successes in wealth
creation among entrepreneurs and investors, it is also a fact that
inequalities have widened over the last decade.

For instance, the personal fortunes of (see the table) of the top ten
business magnates of India in 2005 rose over their record in 2004 by
margines far bigger than the eight per cent annual growth of the Indian
economy as a whole, thus implying that what could have gone to the
poorer sections of the society (to reduce economic inequalities) actually
went to make the rich richer.

Table No. 1
Personal Fortunes in Business Magnates
Name 2004 2005 Growth (%)
Rs. in Crores
Mukesh Ambani 42,700 60,800 42.4
Azim Premiji 43,650 53,800 60.8
Sunil Mittal 18,600 29,900 60.8
Tulsi Kanti & family NA 18,000 NA
Shiv Nadar 9,800 15,400 57.1
K M Birla 9,500 12,500 31.6
Anil Ambani NA 11,800 NA
Dilip Sanghvi 7,400 9,000 21.6
Naresh Goyal NA 7,900 NA
Rahul Bajaj 4,100 7,500 82.9
GYANPRABHA 75 ATAAHT
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The amounts shown against Mukesh Ambani were the combined
wealth of Mukesh and Anil Ambani. In 2005 this combined wealth was
Rs. 72,600 crore i.e. up by 70 per cent. (Source: The economic Times
(New Delhi) January 26, 2006.) There is nothing wrong in sporting
exensive brands and running a million dollar company. But it depends
on how many avenues one opens up for the needy or how many jobs
one creates by providing livelihood to others.

"We make a living by what we get

But we make a life by what we give"- J Herbert

Notwithstanding the outstanding contribution of a few corporate
houses like Tata's, etc, civil society cannot wash its hands off by simply
paying the requisite taxes but has to actively participate in the process
of supplementing governmental initiatives to end poverty and
destitution-be it in delivering better health and education services or in
creating a better living environment. Let's understand the relevance
and need for individual social responsibility.

Early last year, an organisation for the disabled in Hyderabad
appealed for some urgent monetary help since the regular corporate
donors preferred to give their yearly aid to tsunami-related charities.
Then it became the social responsibility of the good Samaritan who
ran the organisation to stay afloat. It is this individual social responsibility
that corporates and others should bear.

Every society has to find a way of reigning in great fortunes for the
benefit of the society at large, while ensuring that the motivation for
wealth creation is not diluted in any way. As a mark of thanking our
good fortune, one should give back. The noblest way to do this
would beto become agrassroot social worker or to finance people
who do such work. There are people, while not heading governments
or business empires, have proved that where there is a will there is a
way and showed by their actions that, "Manava Seva, Madhava Seva."

There are many noble souls who have contributed for social causes.
For instance, Dr. Marc Stollreiter, a German psychologist and Birgit
Lenger, an Austrian social and cultural interpolator, led around 150
volunteers in a daylong campaign to clean Srinagar's main tourist
attraction, Dal Lake. Dr. Marc was motivated by his friend who on a
visit to enjoy the idyllic stillness of its waters was shocked to see heaps
of garbage in the lake during a shikara ride.

Similarly, a group of 12 students from the prestigious Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT) led by their Professor Balakrishnan
Rajagopal visited a village in Gujarat to assess the viability of setting
up an ecosan toilet to solve the problem of mannual scavenging.
Ecosan, a widely available technology, separates urine from faeces
and later they, were dehydrated and turned into compost. This model
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not only makes it safe to handle waste but will also gradually rule out
the need for scavengers. A basic ecosan unit would cost about Rs. 2-
3000 while a pucca one between Rs. 10-12000.

A group of students in Mumbai pooled up their pocket money to
install state-of-the-art equipment at Sion Hospital in Mumbai on learning
about the deplorable conditions there.

It is heartening to note that at the annual meeting of the
Confederation of Indian Industry prime minister Manmohan Singh had
eloquently argued the case for corporations to go beyond their narrow
financial interests and embrace Corporate Social Responsibility. Let's
also hope that the Prime Minister extends the same principle to the
political sectors by initiating steps to reduce hardships to people such
as not travelling in cavalacade of half a dozen vehicles. thereby putting
commuters to undue hardship, etc.

It is the moral as well as the civic duty of everyone in society-
politicians, industialists, businessman, judges or other citizens to accept
their social responsibility in improving the lot of the humanity.

The writer is the Associate Profesor
H.R. Osmania University Hyderabad

From Page 74

1 Building a Relationship

1 Opening a discussion

1 Gathering information

1 Understanding patients perspective
1 Sharing information

1 Coming to conclusion

1 Prescribing the treatment

A doctor's competence includes not only his knowledge of medicines
and his skill in surgery but his communication skill with the patient and
his behavior as well. In good medical schools it is treated as a separate
subject and its importance is no less than that of other subjects.
Competency in this field not only cures the patient but gives a mental
satisfaction to the doctor which is of no less importance than monetary
gain.

d
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ANCIENT WISDOM AND
MODERN THOUGHT

g Dr.N. C. Ramanujachary

There is an ancient body of wisdom. This deep religion,

unfathomed science and compassionate philosophic inquiry into the
truth with regards to nature and human existence, has a central place
in this ancient wisdom for the reason that 'it is a barometer that not
only reacts to changes in the climate of the prevailing thought of an
age, but it can also be a thermostat that sets the limits of human thought
in any age.

Eastern philosophy upholds other spiritual aspects of nature and
human existence. It is introspective, as well as intuitive. It is not
concerned with the personal goals and is detached from the results of
action.

As is indicated in a Source Book of Indian Philosophy, we lost the
spirit of dynamism when the country came under the rule of outsiders.
The Muslims and the English assumed control and subjected the realm
of thought to a great extent. For a long time, English-educated Indians
were unmindful about their own ancient moorings.

The doctrines of the six classical schools of Indian Philosophy received
a sort of revival later, and a look into the pre-vedic culture and
philosphies became a matter of interest. Nasadiya sookata of Rig-Veda,
according to Shri Madhusudan Ojha, gave credence to 10 schools of
'Rahasyams' of the pre-vedic period. They are: Sat-asatvada, Rajovada,
Vyomavada, Aparavada, Avaranavada, Ambhovada, Ahoratravada,
Amrrta-Mrtyuvada, Daivada and Samsayavada.

Composers of Vedic-mantras went into all these and made their
studies in further development of the thought. Ojha further clarifies
that there were six Darsanas, Three of Vedic relevance and three
otherwise, Lokayata, Vainasika and Syadvadika (Charvaka, Buddhist
and Jain respectively) were the three of the latter group, while Vaisesika,
Pradhanika and Sarira (Vaidika, Sankhya and Vedanta respectively)
belong to the earlier class. Now, we have only six Darsanas under the
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style: Nyaya, Vaishesika, Sankhya, Yoga, Mimamsa and Vedanta. This
is to show how the thoughts are epitomised and oversimplified to suit
the situation.

Old doctrines are swept away to give place for the new. Still ideas do
return in a cloak that is suitable to the times. We can safely rely upon
the statement too often made that modern ideas are not entirely new
but are echoes of the doctrines of the earlier period.

The primary function of philosophy is to open the hearts of men and
women of the world to the altruistic service of humanity. While Western
philosophy might call it pragmatism, the Bhagavad Gita would prescribe
a system that is beneficent for the human to rise above the afflictions.

Wisdom is th"?‘t which We can safely rely upon the
creates, sustains and

regenerates the Cosmos. statemer_lt too often made'that
Wisdom is at the root of modern ideas are not entirely
manifestation. Wisdom new but are echoes of the
prevails and draws to its doctrines of the earlier period.
current fold the whole scheme of things in the manifested world. The
wisdom-tradition has its own ways of continuation. It is the undercurrent
of all cultures and civilisations that surfaced on the earth. Current to
the time, it springs up and sweeps the environment. It is ever present
though humanity is blind to its presence. We wake up to this wisdom
on and on. That is the way and history of the world. There are certain
situations when we deliberately wake up and try to catch this wisdom.

Scriptural texts of the world nations contain this wisdom. Mechanical
repetition and playing upon the mere words make the text appear stale.
Wisdom includes in itself an insight that we may call intuitive knowledge.
Texts are to be studied and examined with due insight, explored with
greater sensitivity. Scriptures contain shallows that a child can wade
and depths in which a giant must swim. Teachings of the wisdom are
simple and direct. They are also practical that any intelligent person
can understand and follow. They are also lofty and profound that the
industrious intellects labour to contain them.

Authority of the scriptural texts is something many times not properly
understood. The Sanskrit term for this is 'Sastra Pramana'. meaning
that the scripture is the hard-base for further measurement of the
statements. Measuring and exploration of newer meanings, applications
and utilisations is what is intended and needed.

There is a tendency either to give great prominence to the
tradition and values connected with that or to overthrow all that
is called old and ancient. Both attitudes are extremes and they
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need a sort of moderation. 'To throw away the baby with the bath
water.' is a common statement, and we must be cautious with such
acts. Statements of wisdom need our careful examination, appropriate
understanding and adaptation. They must 'ring true' to us in the first
instance.

Areasonable and rational understanding of the ruling guide of wisdom
becomes possible when we are open, pure and condiderate. Modern
insight includes all this. Studies of psychology, modern sciences such
as environment and oceanography have many implications and
supplement our understanding of the scriptures, looking afresh and
without any weight of bias or prejudice. Added to this a totally non-
personla view of things, viewing all in a historical perspective becomes
necessary. 'Scientific temperament' is the term being employed in recent
times to indicate this, but the term is inadequate. What can perhaps
serve the purpose is 'Unitive Perception' which is a holistic
consideration.

Wisdom of India (Indosophy) is the quintessence of the time tested
learning of the ages. It is the universal ancient wisdom and religion,
the source of all branches of knowledge. Ancient India is vast in its
space. The ancient writers' wisdom consisted of what we now call
Vedanta, Tattwa, Mansika, Niti, Matadhrma, Manavadharma and
Parama Poornatva Sastras.

What was scattered throughout thousands of volumes embodying
the scriptures of the great Asian and early European religions, now
attempted in 'gathering the oldest tenets together and make them one
harmonious and unbroken whole'. Such and attempt was made by
Madame Blavastsky in her books, "Isis Unveiled" and "The Secret
Doctrine". It must not be forgotten that all this means an advancement
of human thought and the sharing of knowledge for the benefit of
humanity as a whole. Nothing is the 'exclusive property' of any one
person or nation, culture or civilisation. It is 'revealed' to the intelligent
minds in a trust that it shall be used for the common benefit.

d
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THE INDIA OF MY DREAMS

g K.R.Ramachandran

I love India asitis. | am not. however, prepared to got as far as Igbal

and claim that it is better than any other place in the world (sare jehan
se achha); but | am one with him in proclaiming that India is dear unto
me (pyara Hindustan hamara).

| love India for many reasons. It is the land or my birth, and it is
natural for one to love one's country of his birth. Apart from what may
be looked upon as narrow loyalty to one's own country, there are other
considerations which endear me to India.

| regard the vast stretch of land between the magnificent Himalayas
in the north and the warm waters of the Indians Ocean in the south,
making the Indian peninsula, as a congenial place for unsophisticated
living. Basic bodily needs are easily satisfied here. The country abounds
in places of great scenic charms.

The landscape is excellent and some of our beaches are among the
best in the world. We have many rivers, each with its own charm. Ganga
majestically flowing through the vast plains of upper India, gives me
an indescribable thrill, whether | see it in Haridwar or Varanasi or Patna
or Allahabad.

| cherish the richness of our flora. Our banyan trees, with tiny seeds
like grains of mustard, are among the biggest and oldest trees in the
world. There is one particular banyan tree in a small village near Kadiri
in Ananthapur District (Andhra Pradesh) which is the most spread out
tree in the world. figuring in the Guinness Book of Records. It is
unfortunate that the publicity given to this rare tree is very inadequate.
While referring to our flora, our mango of the apus variety is the king
among the fruits of the world.

Apart from having many places of natural charm, we are having many
man made places too which are pleasing to behold. As examples |
wish to mention the Marina in Chennai, the Marine Drive in Mumbai
and the Central Vista in New Delhi where a solemn and touching

GYANPRABHA 81 HATA T
July to Sep.-09 e ¥ fader- 09



"Beating the Retreat." The function is organised by our armed forces
on January 26, year after year.

I love India because of its inhabitants of whom | am proud to be one.
It gladdens my heart to see many beautifully maintained temples,
mosques, churches and other places of worship in all the major towns
and cities of India.

The most comforting part of life in India is the freedom extended to
all citizens to follow their respective religious faiths without the least
hindrance. Off and on, communal conflicts do erupt, much to our pain,
anguish and humiliation; but they are quickly brought under control by
the law enforcing authorities. The normal state is one of mutual respect,
understanding and even reverence for the followers of faiths other than
one's own. It is a heart-warming sight to see many non-Christians
lighting candles in the Infant Jesus Church in Bangalore, and many
non-Muslims making wishes in the Bande Nawaz Darga in Gulbarga.

Alas, my love for India takes a severe jolting when | think of certain
harsh realities which besmirch its beauty. One is widespread poverty
and illiteracy.

According to the National Sample Survey Organisation, nearly 26
per cent of our population still live below the poverty line. According to
the latest census figures available, nearly 35 per cent of our population
remain illiterate, evern after six decades of political Independence.

In other words, some 250 millions of our population still do not have
the wherewithal to satisfy their basic bodily needs, while some 450
millions still remain illiterate.

These unpalatable truths are not acceptable to me. | cannot reconcile
myself to such a state of affairs. Due to my sheer inability to remedy
the situation, | enter into a dream about an India whose innate beauty
remains unsullied by such blemishes.

In the India of my dreams, no one is obliged to go hungry for want of
means to buy bread or its equivalent. In a world with abundant
production of foodgrains, it is a sin to let anyone starve. The only persons
to experience unsatisfied hunger in the India of my dreams are those
who volunatarily give up food for temporary periods as a measure of
discipline like some Christians during lent; Muslims during the month
of Ramzan and the Hindus on ekadasi days. If a large-hearted and
wealthy person arranges apoor feeding programme on any special
occasion, he will find no takers in the India of my dreams. If he
wihses to share his joy with others, he will have to arrange for a "Get
together party", not a poor feeding party. In the India of my dreams, no
one remains illiterate. The Constitutional directive to provide free and
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compulsory education to all citizens would have been fully and efficiently
implemented.

Another dismal feature is the prevalence of the caste system. In no
other society in the world, do we find the populace classified under
some three thousand castes, with high and low gradations, all based
on the accident of birth. Such cleavages are having a crippling effect
on the strength of our society. Our Constitution has very wisely
prohibited all caste-based discriminations.

| wish to go one step further and state that Constitution should destroy
the very castes themselves. Unless this is done, caste feelings, like
pathogenic germs, keep on eroding the health of our Nation. In the
India of my dreams, therefore, there will be no lyears, lyengars, Naidus,
Maduliars, Malas, Madigas, etc., ad nauseum. A common bond of
humanism (insaniyat or manaviyata) would knit us all in a vast human
brotherhood.

There are quite a few other relatively minor defects which mar the
image of India. | shall content myself by referring to only two of them:

(1) I feel unhappy that many of our sisters cover their faces with
"burkhas" when they go out. Some have asked me, "In what way are
you inconvenienced if some women wear burkhas?" | answer: " | feel
insulted as a member of a free society. | want the atmosphere in the
country to be such as to facilitate the elimination of this anachronistic
and primitive practice. In the India of my dreams, all our sisters would
have dumped their burkhas in the nearest available wells, and would
be freely moving about as normal citizens.

(2) I also feel unhappy that when foreign tourists visit places of interest
like the Taj Mahal in Agra or the bird sanctuary in Ranganthittu near
Mysore, we take from them as admission fee a much higher amount
than what is taken from our own nationals. This is no way to treat
foreign tourists, who are, in a sense, our honoured guests. The
prevailing practice is degrading to me as a self-respecting Indian citizen.

In the India of my dreams, no distinction shall be made between
foreign tourists and our own nationals in the matter of admission to
certains places of tourist interest.

| want to make it clear that the India of my dreams is not an Utopian
state where everything is perfect and all inhabitants feel comfortable in
such an exalted state.

As Shakespeare made one of his characters say, 'l believe that the
best of men are moulded out of faults and are so much the better
for being a little bad!"

GYANPRABHA 83 HATA T
July to Sep.-09 e ¥ fader- 09



So, in the India of my dreams, | provide for common human frailties
within certain limits. There shall be room for all sorts of persons and
things. Bullock carts co-exist with Benz cars; but the bullocks yoked to
the carts shall be well-fed and sturdy.

As for the inhabitants, extraordinarily intelligent ones coexist with
others not so clever. Some are meticulously clean and tidy; others are
lazy, sloppy and indolent.

Concluding on a somewhat personal and sentimental note, | noticed
some workers, engaged in the construction of a roadside building,
cooking steaming food on the trigs on improvised ovens (consisting of
three stones), using faggots from nearby trees as fuel.

The question arose in me: "Must | feel happy because the workers
are getting sumptuous food, or must | feel miserable because they are
forced to use the foothpath as their kitchen?"

Even while debating this issue in my mind, | casually asked one of
the workders: "For whom are you cooking the food?' He replied: "Why,
for ourselves. But we shall happily share it with you if you wish to join
us."

| felt stunned by the reply. | mused: these poor and toiling workers,
with little or no school education, had not lost their humanism. | inwardly
saluted them in warm admiration. In the India of my dreams, none
shall be obliged to use a footpath as their kitchen.

But in every human heart, under whatever circumstances, the
beautiful flower of humanism will be in full bloom, with unfading
fragrance, always showing concern for the welfare of other fellow-
citizens.

This, | submit, is realisable in actual life.
| fervently pray that this may happen soon.

The only effective way of altering society is the hard and
slow one of changing individuals. If we put through patient
effort and struggle, we will win power over circumstances
and mould them.

-Dr. S. Radhakishan
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Somnatha in Legend and HISTORY
a A.N.Khanna

"It is a Swayambhu Linga of great prowess, as bright as the disc of
the Sun, surrounded by a serpent, called the Sarsa Linga and lodged
underground".....Prabhasa Khana of the Skanda Purana.

Somanath, as a Jyotirlinga, has been given a premier place in our
religious literature. From Mahabharata downwards, the Puranic
literature has referred to Prabhasa with reverence not shown to any
other centre of pilgrimage.

Prabhasa continued to be famous for its sanctity. It was the principal
port for commerce with the Middle East. On account of its favourable
geographical situation, it rose to prominence, it being and improtant
port of call for ships between Africa and China, possibly the sailors
carried the fame of the idol far and wide. In the last quarter of the 15th
century A.D. after Begda's destruction. Prabhasa Patan declined as a
port and Surat rose as a great entry port.

For a thousand years, Mahmud's destruction of this shrine in A.D.
1026, according to K.M. Munshi, 'has been burnt into the collective
subconscius of the race as an unforgettable national disaster.'

B.K. Thapar, an eminent archaeologist who later rose to be Director-
General, Archaeological Survey of India, had conducted a short but
intensive excavation here, before the old temple was demolished. He
brought to light abundant evidence of the material remains of the earlier
temples buried below. A few stone slabs with incribed letters were also
discovered. Red polished ware found in the lower levels of the trenches
is dated to the early centuries of the Christian era. Lakulisha, the founder
of the Pashupata cult, flourished in the 2nd century A.D. The Miras
temple may be taken to pertain to the 1st, 2nd centuries A.D. and in its
relics there were the traces of one of the earliest stone temples in
India. In all, remains of five successive temples at the same spot were
uncovered.

Thapar writes: "The story of Somanatha is known to us in
considerable details. It signifies the faith and reverence of the devout
Hindu; it symbolises the racial instinct for survival; it amplifies the theory
of creation, destruction and reconstruction and above all, it represents
the architectural development in Gujrat for over nine hundred years."
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Mahmud of Ghazni looted this historic shrine and desecrated it in
1026 A.D. But a large part of his army perished on the way back. After
suffering great distress and hardship and after a short halt at Multan
where he reached via Mansura in Sindh, he saved his life, but many of
his followers of both sexes were captured. He had not returned by the
direct route out of fear of the confederate forces of Raja Param Deo,
one of the most powerful Rajas of Hindustan.

The Tariksh-I-Sorath states that the Muslim army did not make a
stand but fled. It was a rout. Shah Mahmud took to his heels in dismay
and gave up his designs on India. The temple was immediately
reconstructed by Bhoja and Bhima, the rulers of Malwa and Gujarat.
Whenever the Muslims subsequently destroyed the temple, it was soon
rebuilt by the Hindus.

According to K.M. Munshi, "From this time, Shiva the Destroyer,
was the God of Resistance and in his name millions laid down their
lives in defence of their faith and land. In A.D. 1665 and thereafter
again in the South under Shivaji and his successors with "Har Har
MahadeVv' on their lips rose in resistance and destroyed the Mughal
empire."

In A.D. 1783, Queen Ahalyabai built a new temple nearby.

In A.D. 1842, the British Indian Infantry Regiment when marching
from Kandahar to Kabul fought a historic battle at Ghazni and removed
the gates of Mahmud's Tomb taking them to be the gates of the
Somanatha Temple. M.C. Joshi, Ex-Director-General, Archeological
Survey of India, had examined them in Agra Fort but they were gates
of Mahmud's tomb having inscription of Mahmud's name and not those
of the temple.

M.A. Daky, who excavated here in 1970s, writes: "And we found
the answer all right. Not that it was a complete one. Even today it is
not. There still are a few exasperating gaps which are beyond our
power to fill in; and a couple of blind alleys for which no breakthrough
seems in sight."

There was a view that the ruins of the old temples should be
maintained. K. M. Munshi was, however, firm in his opinion, that the
temple of Somanatha was not just an ancient monument; it lived in the
sentiments of the whole nation and its reconstruction was a national
pledge. Its preservation was not a mere matter of histroical curiosity.

When the Archaeological Survey of India pressed the question,
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel expressed his views as follows: "The Hindu
sentiment in regard to this temple is both strong and widespread. In
the present conditions, it is unlikely that sentiment will be satisfied by
mere restoration of the temple or by prolonging its life. The restoration
of the idol would be a point of honour and sentiment with the Hindu
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public.'

On Kartik Sudhha |, the New Year Day of Samvat 2004, the Sardar
visited Somanatha with Kaka saheb Gadgil. At a huge public meeting
held in the dilipidated Ahalya Bai Temple, he announced with sea-water
in his hands on November 3, 1947:

'On this auspicious day of the New Year, we have decided that
Somanatha should be reconstructed. You, people of Saurashtra, should
do your best. This is a holy task in which all should participate.’

A Trust was set up for the purpose and Shri N.P. Chakravarti,
Director-General of Archeology, was its Convener. After his retirement
in 1950, Shri M.S. Vats succeeded him as the Dirctor-General. Under
the Advisory Committee's instructions, Prabhashankar Sompura, with
his wide knowledge of the ancient temple architecture building, prepared
a plan of the new temple on the style of the old one.

On may 11, 1951 Rashtrapati Dr. Rajendra Prasad installed the
Jyotirlinga of Lord Somanath in the new temple constructed on the
historic spot at Prabhasa Patan near Veraval (Saurashtra, Gujarat). It
was the same spot and over the same Brahmasila were for millennia
stood the hoary and sacred Jyotirlinga, and shrine of God Siva, the
first among the twelve Jyotirlingas (Divine columns of eight symbolishing
the all pervading God Siva) in India.

The overall height of the new temple was 155 feet and the
foundation had gone upto a depth of 30 feet at places. No temple of
this size, architecturally known as Kailas Maha Meru Prasada had been
built in the Indian sub-continent in the last 800 years. The stone used
from first floor upwards was of the same type as the stone originally
used for constructing the previous Somanatha temple. The architecture
was also the same.

On May 13, 1965, the booming of 21 guns announced the rising of
the flag for Somanatha temple on its sikhara to mark the pratishtha
and dhvajadanda ceremony by His Highness the Jam Saheb of
Nawanagar, Chairman of the Somanatha Trust. The funds for
reconstruction. Rs. 25 lakh, were donated by the public. As per the
advice of Mahatma Gandhi, no funds were taken from the Government.

d

DR. RAJENDRA PRASAD SAID-

"The Somnath Temple signifies that the power of creation
is always greater than the power of destruction.”
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LETTERS TO EDITOR

We, Indians, are becoming modern is every sense except our bad
habits. One example is spitting in public places. At home we never
spit. But once on the road we are tempted to spit. In buses and trains
while travelling we are not bothered if it will fall on someone's body.
The only remedy is to make people aware of the bad effects of spitting
in public places. Our spit may contain germs which can cause diseases
to many. Spitting makes our surroundings dirty. Awareness of people
can be made through print and visual media. Government should insist
the channels and newspapers to regularly publish such notices.
Educational institutions should also create awareness among students
because what we learn as a child will remain with us until death. The
final remedy is imposing fines. This is being effectively done in many
countries.

-Girja, Kochi

Sir, | am an avid reader of your journal. The journal reflects high
standards and lofty idealism. It is in tune with the spirit of an organization
like Bharat Vikas Parishad which has grown into an institution of national
importance sustaining the legacy of Dr. Suraj Parkash Ji.

-Ram Kumar Sharma
Ludhiana

AT fewor

“F AT R T 37k T S W SAWR gt § | faviue saen
TS TS T, TR ugert w1 1 3119t 31t fargama &t =1 fereut sitx
SHHIE STAT § | 39 oh & 376k i TE-18 WIHHATAT 37U+ 91 & R T4
Torw oreit €1 aTeRg ' FI WAT' ' SR TS UTeRY Blfdeh TE=TdT erdl § |

UM I E] )
TETT

GYANPRABHA 88 HATA T
July to Sep.-09 e ¥ fader- 09



GYAN PRABHA

(Quarlerly)

T JT T T UTereh ST SEAT §
@a’ﬁf (Ooo oooo) %, 100/-
T (DOo oooo) ®. 200/-
3TSieH ¥ (mooo ooooom % 1500/

(oooo) (ooo) (0oooo)

(0ooo) (0000O0000)

a . . . .
|./§| |€/ El .................................. 5 ............ q;l ElEl l

(0oooooso.o.o0.) (oooo) (0oDoo0oo) (O0oO0oooo)

(/< I T aftug feeett 1 <1 8

(0000000 00 000 00 00000)

(ST & T $H FIA H Al o)

R faera uiteg
R T W (UreH 3R89 & 9e), 9aaqy, feee-110034

B . 011-27313051, 27316049
000000 00000 00000000 (000000 00000 00000) 000000000, 00000034




